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ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS 

Our much beleaguered staff will be on vacation 
during the next two weeks, so there’ll be no 
packets in that time. 

Please note that the Rius story on page 6 
can be used with graphics run in packet # 960. 
Cartoons on Palestinians appeared in last 
week's packet and can be used along with the 
story on Palestinians in this week's packet. 

People's History by Peg Averill is on the last 
page of the graphics pages. The next graphics 
packet will come out in September. 
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LESBIANS AND GAY 

N.Y, LESBIANS AND GAY MEN 

PROTEST SHOOTING OF HOMOPHOBIC FILM 

NEW YORK (LNS) — What the filmmakers had in mind 
was to use New York's Greenwich Village gay 
community as the exotic backdrop for a thriller 
about a psychopathic murderer of gay men. In- 
stead, the movie itself became the spark that 
touched off more than a week of angry protests, 

"We won't be a background for their exploita- 
tion films," Ron Gold of the National Gay Task 
Force shouted through a bullhorn at one of the 
rallies. More than a thousand demonstrators 
echoed the sentiment more bluntly: "No more shit!" 

Night after night the narrow streets of 
the Village were clogged with protesting lesbians 
and gay men, who fended off attacks by police 
and sat down to block traffic in busy intersec- 
tions. By the end of the last week in July, 
five people had been arrested and at least a dozen 
injured. And the protests had become front-page 
news in New York newspapers. 

Producers of the $11 million film, which will 
hit the marquees as (bruisin' starring A1 Pacino 
'if it ever escapes from the streets of New York, 
insisted that the notoriety would work to 
their advantage in the long run. But organizers of 
the protests insisted just as adamantly and 
somewhat more convincingly that Hollywood will 
have to think twice about how it chooses to 
portray gay life in the future, 

"The actions we take will send a message 
back to Hollywood that we will not tolerate 
the exploitation of gay people for profit," Andy 
Humm of the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights 
told Gay Community News, "We have to fight 
back in the streets where it will be noticed 
since we don't have access to the magazines and 
airways... to drive these exploiters back into 
the closets and off our streets." 
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ZIMBABWE 


ZANU HEALTH NEEDS RISE AS VICTORIES MOUNT; 

LEADER PRAISES SUPPORT GROUPS IN U.S. 

by Rebecca Reiss and Michael Fleishman 
Liberation News Service 

MAPUTO, Mozambique (LNS) — "We depend heavi- 
ly on supplies from the outside," Zimbabwe African 
National Union (ZANU) Secretary of Health Dr. 
Herbert Ushewokunze, M.D. stated candidly in a 
recent interview. "And we appreciate the help 
which we've gotten from our friends in the United 
States." 

During the past year, ZANU has been consoli- 
dating its liberated areas inside Zimbabwe and 
estimates that 60 percent of the country is now 
under the control of its Zimbabwe African National 
Liberation Army (ZANLA) forces. As a result, 

ZANU is now faced with the responsibility of pro- 
viding for the population in these areas, which 
have been cut off from supply links with the cities. 

Many people have begun turning to ZANU for 
medical care, Ushewokunze reported, and the demand 
far outweighs the supply. Some medicines are still 
available from inside Zimbabwe via sympathetic 
missionaries and voluntary donations from clinics 
in the cities. But receiving medicine through 
these channels is becoming increasingly difficult. 

In an attempt to stop supplies from reaching 
the freedom fighters, the Rhodesian government 
has begun rationing the amount of medicine given 
to certain clinics. In other areas, the Smith- 
Muzorewa regime is simply closing all clinics and 
hospitals in order to deny the nationalist forces 
access to medical care. 

Dr. Ushewokunze claimed that the Rhodesian 
Army often poisoned food, clothing and medical 
stocks as well as water supplies in operational 
areas. Last year the Zimbabwe News printed an 
article in which Patrick Sibanda, a former member 
of Smith’s forces who defected to ZANU, described 
these operations. 

"If we were aware that a businessman was 
working with liberation forces," Sibanda stated, 

"we would stock poisoned foodstuff and clothing 
in his shop. The businessman was then required 
to give the poisoned food to the people’s forces." 
Sibanda confessed involvement in one incident in 


said Ushewokunze. On rare occasions, missionaries 
can be turned to for treatment of emergency cases. 
This xs not common practice, however, because sympa- 
thetic missionaries are subject to brutal reprisals 
by the Rhodesian Security Forces. 

GROWING TO MEET THE NEEDS 

Faced with mounting war casualties, and charged 
with greater responsibilities to the civilian popu- 
lation, ZANU is expanding its health care program. 
According to Dr. Ushewokunze, ZANLA hopes to estab- 
lish a ratio of one medic to every five fighters; 
he claimed the present ratio was one to 10. Consoli- 
dation of the liberated areas has also meant increased 
emphasis on training and treatment inside Zimbabwe. 
Six-month basic training courses are being estab- 
lished in ZANLA base camps. 

In these programs both ZANLA recruits and 
civilian personnel are taught fundamental first 
aid, sanitation and health care techniques and then 
returned to the field. Periodic refresher courses 
are held, and promising cadre are sent out of the 
country for additional instruction. ZANU is also 
developing rehabilitation programs in Mozambique for 
the severely wounded. 

Efforts are underway to establish permanent 
clinics among the peasants on a self-reliance basis, 
using locally trained personnel with emphasis on 
preventive medicine. Ultimately ZANU envisions 
that these clinics will form the nucleus for a de- 
centralized national health care system in indepen- 
dent Zimbabwe. 

MEDICINE AND POLITICAL EDUCATION 

Ushewokunze criticized the colonial medical 
system for failing to meet the needs of the people 
due to its reliance on costly curative medicine and 
its highly centralized structure. In fact, health 
care plays an important role in ZANU’s campaign to 
raise political consciousness. 

When ZANLA forces deliver clothing and medicines 
to a village, political cadre use the opportunity 
to deepen the people's understanding that their 
enemy is colonialism, not the people in countries 
which support Smith and Muzorewa and not all white 
people in general. They point out that whites, 
even in western countries which ship arms to the 
Rhodesian Army, have donated much of the food, 
clothing and medicine which ZANU uses. 


which five girls died after drinking poisoned 
soft drinks that were sold to them. Later, at a 
meeting with ZANLA forces, shop owners admitted 
that selling poisoned food to civilians was common 
and many villagers had died as a result. 

TRANSPORTATION A MAJOR PROBLEM 

ZANU’s difficulties in providing medical care 
are heightened by the difficulties of transporta- 
tion. Most injuries occur during air attacks, and 
ZANU lacks the resources for rapidly moving the 
wounded to rear bases in Mozambique for treatment 
and rehabilitation. It takes anywhere from one to 
five days to get-medical treatment for the severe- 
ly inj ured, such as those who have lost a limb. 

"Most of the time they are carried on make- 


Josiah Tongogara, head of the ZANLA High Com- 
mand, commented during a recent interview, "The 
people must understand who is their enemy and who 
is their friend. We say, 'Down with American imper- 
ialism, ' but there are groups there who are giving 
us clothing and medicine. They must understand 
that we hate the policies of the American govern- 
ment, not the people in America. We are not fight- 
ing a color, we are fighting a system." 

ZANU's ambitious health care program is 
severely hampered by shortages of medicine, equip- 
ment and trained personnel. The most serious prob- 
lem remains that of basic medicines -- antibiotics, 
antipyretics, etc. Medical stockpiles are non- 
existent because new shipments are immediately distri- 
buted in an effort to meet constant, urgent needs. 


shift - stretchers 
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everything from hospital beds and x-ray machines 
to bandages and simple microscopes.. Clinics in 
liberated areas are almost completely empty of the 
most elementary medical tools. Yet another press- 
ing need of ZANU's health program is for text- 
books, teaching aids and qualified instructors. 

In light of ZANU's increasing responsibilities, 
it has reiterated its. appeal to progressive groups 
around the world for help in meeting the medical 
needs of the Zimbabwean people. An updated list 
of medical supplies needed by ZANU is available 
from: ZANU Ministry of Health 
CP 393 

Chimoio, Mozambique 
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Rebecca Reiss' and Michael Fleishman have been 
active in Southern Africa support work on the West 
Coast for many years and are presently traveling 
in Africa to gather information and provide 
articles for use here in the U.S. 


BLACKS 

(See photo . J 

NEW YORK’S BLACK UNITED FRONT 
CELEBRATES FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Their numbers reduced by a 
steady downpour but their spirits hardly dampened, 
more than 500 demonstrators marched through the 
streets of Brooklyn July 29 to celebrate the first 
anniversary of Nfe# York's Black United Front. 

Starting at Front leader the Rev. Herbert Daughtry’s 
House of the Lord Church, the demonstrators waded 
through several miles of rain-swept streets to a 
rally in the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn. 

It was the killing of Black community leader 
Arthur Miller by police in Crown Heights that 
sparked formation of the Black United Front a year 
earlier. 

In its one year of existence, the BUB has 
organized chapters in Manhattan and Queens as well 
as Brooklyn and has become a significant political 
force. It has ©rganieed marches of several 
thousand people around issues ranging from police 
brutality to political attacks on an activist 
Black judge to hospital closings in Black communi- 
ties. And it has reached out to establish ties 
with and assist the growth of similar groups across 
the country and around the world. BUF contingents 
have marched in demonstrations as far away as 
Mobile, Alabama and have participated in confer- 
ences in Europe and Africa. Just a month before 
the anniversary march, Daughtry's church was packed 
for a moving memorial to assassinated Black South 
African leader David Sibeko. 

As the demonstrators chanted almost non-stop 
through the two-hour march, "We’re fired up, won't 
take it no more ! " And as speaker after speaker 
emphasized to the hardy crowd, that spirit is 
spreading. Six days after the BUF anniversary, 
many of the same marchers planned to travel out 
of the city to suburban Westchester County , where 
the July 19 police killing of an unarmed Black 
youth has spurred angry meetings , plans for a mass 
demonstration and the formation of a Black coalition. 
As many of the BUF signs stated simply, referring 

both to recent events and to 300 years of 

Page 2 LIBERATION News Service 


American history, "Enough is enough is enough." 
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GERMANY/LABOR/RI GHT-WI NG 

SECRET WEST GERMAN DOCUMENT REVEALS 
RIGHT-WING DRIVE AGAINST UNIONS 

by Marta Luxemburg 
Liberation News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — "We have to prevent the 
concept of class struggle from being taken to the 
workers in the plants and factories." Under this 
theme, the leadership of West Germany's right-wing 
Christian Social Union (CSU) is launching a massive 
campaign against the main union federation in the 
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) , the Deutsche 
Gewerkschaftsbund (DGB, comparable to the AFL-CIO 
in the U. S«). Pointing out that the DGB tradi- 
tionally supports the ruling Social Democrats and 
that "even members of the Communist Party hold 
offices in the DGB," the CSU has defined weakening 
the DGB as a key element in its strategy for winning 
the 1980 parliamentary elections. 

This strategy is outlined in a "secret" paper 
written by Franz Josef Strauss, the head of the 
CSU and candidate for chancellor of the Christian 
Democratic Union and the CSU. The paper was ob- 
tained and published by the I.G. Metall, the steel- 
workers union, as proof that Strauss is the most 
conservative politician who has ever run for chan- 
cellor in the 30-year history of the FRG. His 
previous positions are clearly anti-worker, pro- 
industry and extremely repressive towards all 
liberal or left dissent. And his "union program" 
fits right in. 

The CSU paper on unions mentions several differ- 
ent possibilities for fighting the DGB. They include 
founding and financing a totally new union federa- 
tion or lending strong financial and ideological 
support to the reactionary Christliche Gewerkschafts- 
bund (CGB, Christian Federation of Unions) which at 
present has only 100,000 members compared to 7,500,000 
of the DGB. The CSU leadership calculates that 
bankrolling a new union federation would cost some 
$50 million over the next four to eight years, and 
would be too expensive, especially since its success 
would be questionable. 

Therefore, the CSU now favors a strengthening 
of its traditional support for the CGB combined 
with a massive media campaign against the DGB. The 
CSU argues that "the Christian unions stand for the 
same basic programs as the Christian parties," 
while the DGB "has always pushed for a socialist 
policy for the workers." 

For the left in the FRG it is frightening to 
see Strauss' attitude towards the DGB which has 
often been accused as a union "compromising with 
the industrialists." In fact, the DGB was set up 
after World War II under the control of the govern- 
ments of the U.S. and Great Britain. At the time, 
the CIA was also active in promoting anti-Communist 
unions in Europe (especially in France, Greece, 
and Germany) and in providing them with massive 
funding. As John Kelly, co-editor of Counterspy 
magazine stated in an interview: "Without CIA sup- 
_ -nort. the. social-democrat. anti-Commu nist labor 
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union movement in the FRG after World War II 
would not be nearly as strong as it is today." 

Yet now if is these same trade unions 
which Franz Josef Strauss and his CSU are 
attacking for pushing "a socialist policy." 

Once more, that shows how far to the right the 
CSU stands. CSU money, mainly from leading FRG 
industrialists, has also gone to Chile in the 
last months to help establish the new "union 
movement" promoted by General Agusto Pinochet. 

Almost more frightening than Strauss' 
plans for the trade unions in the FRG is the 
reaction of the DGB leadership to his strategy . 
Many union locals came out publicly with very 
strong statements against Strauss' labor plans 
and his running for chancellor. For example, 
the following resolution was adopted by leaders 
of locals in the Frankfurt area: "We see 

in Franz Josef Strauss' running for chancellor 
a political declaration of war of the bourgeois 
reaction against the organized workers. As an 
individual and through his programs, Strauss 
is committed to corporate interests. He is 
promoting politics hostile to workers and to 
freedom. We have to mobilize all workers, and 
their unions and political organizations 
against him." 

The reaction of DGB head Oskar Vetter— 
also a member of the Trilateral Commission— was 
completely different. He invited Strauss to 
talks about CSU-DGB relations. Vetter is also 
quoted in the conservative daily Die Welt as 
saying that the unions "could live with Strauss 
as chancellor." Vetter and Strauss might 
negotiate a deal: Strauss might promise to 

drop his labor strategy — which could do serious 
damage to the unions in the FRG— for now. And 
Vetter could respond by working for an improve- 
ment of the relations between the DGB and 
the CSU. 

Some alarmed trade union activists have now 
joined leftists in asking if history is re- 
peating itself in Germany. In the 1930s most 
unions tried to "work out a deal with Adolph 
Hitler," Instead of mobilizing all forces 
against him and his Nazis, they began to col- 
laborate with him, only to be crushed and 
destroyed a few years later. Now, they warn, the 
DGB leadership might be about to make one of 
its biggest mistakes by striking a deal with 
former Nazi and present right-wing standard- 
bearer Strauss. 
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CHICANOS 

CHICANOS PROTEST 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Even as President Carter 
was ordering out the U,S, Navy to rescue 
"boat people" from Indochina, several hundred 
Chicanes descended on Washington, D.C, July 
25 to protest violations of human rights 
against another group of refugees right 
in the United States. More than 300 Chicanos, 
representing q. coalition of groups, 
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made the trip to Washington to protest attacks 
on men, women and children of Latin origin by 
federal, state and local police. 

Just last year, the U.S. Border Patrol 
arrested and detained more than a million Mexi- 
cans. And as the protesters documented in a 
150-page report presented t© Congress, the 
arrests included more than 100 cases of brutal 
beatings, dragnet arrests, illegal detentions, 
sexual harassment and murder of Mexican men, 
women, and children, some of them U.S. citizens. 

Herman Baca, leader of the California- 
based Committee on Chicano Rights, denounced the 
"hemmorhage" along the Mexican border as a mas- 
sive attack on human rights. "U.S. corporations 
have created this enormous refugee problem," 

Baca charged. "For every dollar U.S. corpora- 
tions invest in Mexico, they take out $7 in 
profits. This is what has created 52 percent 
unemployment in Mexico, creating unemployment on 
both sides of the border." 

The economic, social and political con- 
sequences for hundreds of thousands of Mexicans 
have been devastating. For some, as the report 
documents, the consequenEes.have feeen., fatal . 
Among incidents which Baca described as "only 
the tip of the iceberg" the report details: 

*The death of Manolo Alberto, an infant 
of 18 months, born in the U.S., whose family 
rushed him back from a visit to relatives in 
Mexico for emergency medical care. The infant 
was denied entry at the border "by precipitous, 
arbitrary decisions of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service" which demanded further 
proof of his citizenship. The child died two 
days later. 

*The death of Mario Canedo, a four year old 
heart patient being treated in a U.S. hospital 
who was delayed at the border by INS personnel. 
The child died in the hospital waiting room. 

*The killing of two Mexican workers, Reyes 
and Rimcon, who had been handcuffed together 
and then shot in the back by a border policeman. 
The Border Patrol alleged the handcuffed men 
were "attempting to escape." 

Along with these and other crimes committed 
by the Border Patrol, the protesters blasted the 
recent decision by the Justice Department to 
drop 140 cases of police brutality, including 
several murders of Chicano workers by police 
in Texas and Colorado. The protesters picketed 
outside the Senate office building where confir- 
mation hearings were underway on the nomination 
of Benjamin Civiletti as Carter's new attorney 
general. "We will oppose the confirmation 
of the new Attorney General, Civiletti, for 
his failure to carry out the mandate of the law 
in protecting the rights of Hispanics," Baca 
declared. 
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(Thanks to the Daily World for much of this 
information.) 
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PALESTINE 


OCCUPATION IN DISGUISE 

'PALESTINIANS CONFRONT AUTONOMY 

by Americans for Justice in the Middle East 
Liberation News Service 

Editor’s note: After several months of nego- 
tiations on ’Palestinian autonomy 3 Israeli Prime 
Minister Menaohem Begin and Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat are now on a first-name basis 3 at 
least in front of the television cameras. But that 
seems to be about all the talks have accomplished 
so far. And the following article 3 written by 
the Lebanon-based group Americans for Justice in 
the Middle East 3 suggests that's about alt the 
talks can expect to accomplish as long as the 
Palestinians themselves are excluded from partici- 
pation and the Israelis continue building new 
settlements on the West Bank. ) 

BEIRUT, Lebanon (LNS) -- More than two months 
have passed since negotiations began in Beersheba 
May 25 between the United States, Egypt and Israel 
on autonomy for the Palestinians of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. The negotiations, which stem from 
last September's Camp David agreements and the 
Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty signed in Washington 
on March 26, aim to establish a self-governing 
authority for the Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip within one year. Once 
the self-governing authority (Administrative 
Council) has been set up, a five-year period is 
to begin during which the "final status" of the 
West Bank and Gaza will be determined. 

The talks have coincided with Increasing 
Palestinian unrest and Israeli repression in the 
West Bank. No Palestinians are participating in 
the negotiations, and the Palestinians have ada- 
mantly refused to bless them or to accept the 
legitimacy of their expected results. Palestinian 
opposition to the autonomy negotiations derives 
from their mistrust of the Camp David agreements 
as a whole, whereby (in Dr. Fayez Sayegh’s words) 

"a fraction of the Palestinian people (under one- 
third of the whole) was promised a fraction of 
its rights (not including the national right to 
self-determination and statehood) in a fraction 
of its homeland (less than one-fifth of the area 
of the whole); and this promise is to be fulfilled 
several years from now, through a step-by-step 
process in which Israel is able at every point to 
exercise a decisive veto-power over any agreement." 
For Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, the 
autonomy negotiations do not hold out the promise 
of an end to the Israeli military occupation of 
their country, but rather condemn them to continued 
occupation under the guise of "self-rule." 

USE OF THE ARMY 

The "autonomy plan" which the Israelis tabled 
at the Beersheba negotiations has confirmed 
Palestinian fears. Both the Camp David agreements 
and the Israeli plan allow for the stationing of 
Israeli military forces in the "autonomous" zone, 
and Begin 's government has been forthright in say- 
ing how they will be used. Under autonomy, Begin 
has said, Israel will retain the right "to block 
roads on the West Bank and in Gaza as it needs and 


as it sees fit. The Israeli forces will fight 
terrorism anywhere and by any methods." The Minister, 
of Agriculture, General Sharon, adds, "We intend to 
increase the numbers of the Israeli army in the 
occupied territories. Furthermore, we shall not give 
up, within the framework of autonomy, the right of 
the Shin Beth (the Israeli secret service) to be 
responsible for the fight against terrorism." 

Nowhere do the Camp David agreements mention 
Palestinian "independence," "self-determination" or 
''sovereignty," so Begin has been free to declare, 

"No Palestinian state will be set up. None. The 
Israeli army will be there to stop it." 

The Israeli army will also be there to prevent 
the return of "absentees," Palestinians displaced 
in 1967 who owned land in the occupied territories 
upon which Jewish settlements have been built. "Each 
frontier post on the Jordan bridges possesses a com- 
plete list of these displaced owners and any person 
on that list is not allowed to enter the West Bank," 
Dr. Amnon Kapeliouk reported in Middle East 
International last February. 

This is to prevent the repetition of a case 
which occurred a few years ago, when an absentee 
managed to return to his home village, Tubas. Through 
legal action he was able to get his land back, which 
was located in the middle of a new Israeli cooperative 
farm. He was finally pressured to exchange his 
piece of land for another one, but the whole affair 
embarrassed the Israelis and they are determined to 
prevent the likes of it from happening again. So 
not only will the Israeli army continue to fight 
"terrorists" (i.e., Palestinian nationalists) in the 
"autonomous" areas, but it will also be charged with 
keeping out the rightful owners of confiscated land. 

EXPROPRIATION AND COLONIZATION 

To date Israel has expropriated 20 percent of 
the land of the West Bank and Gaza (27.1 percent of 
the West Bank alone) , and 70 percent of the land in 
the Jordan Valley — "not coincidentally the best 
agricultural land in the West Bank," one Palestinian 
points out. Israel's policies of land expropriation 
and colonization (begun, incidentally, under "social- 
ist" Israeli Labor governments) threaten the long- 
term survival of the Palestinians on their land . But 
although Palestinians regard these policies as among 
the most objectionable features of the Israeli occu- 
pation, the Israelis have enthusiastically pressed 
ahead with their plans since the Camp David agree- 
ments. John Lapp, dean of Goshen College in Indiana 
who presently lives in Jerusalem, writes, "instead 
of the promised freeze on settlements publicly an- 
nounced by Carter and Sadat (after Camp David ) , 

Israel moved ahead with land confiscations of 1200 
acres from the village of Anata and 4000 acres from 
the village of Abu Dis. In addition 100 acres from 
the town of Hebron and 250 acres from the town of 
Beit Sahour have been closed, preventing new building 
and requiring residents to have permits to enter 
their own houses. This land has all been used, and 
much of it owned, by Palestinian farmers. The expro- 
priations and closures included the houses of many 
families." 

The Israelis plan to continue these policies 
once "autonomy" is implemented. State land, amount- 
ing to one-fifth of the total land area of the West 
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Banks, will remain under direct Israeli control and 
will thus be available for colonization. General 
Sharon has promised 32 new settlements in; 1978-79, 
and ultimately expects to have 50,000 Israeli 
settlers living in the West Bank exclusive of 
East Jerusalem. (There .are presently about .8000 
Israeli settlers on the West Bank and 35,000 in 
East Jerusalem.) . 

Matitiahu Drobless,. co-chairman of the settle- 
ment department . of the World Zionist Organization, 
disclosed on May 18 that there are plans for 20. 
new settlements in occupied Arab land in the 
coming year. "It is the political destiny of 
Israel to settle Jews all over the country," he 
declared. Meanwhile, preparations are being made 
for the construction of a new Jewish town between 
Jerusalem and Jericho to separate the northern 
and southern parts of the West Bank from one 
another, and the expropriations go on. 

WATER 

Water resources also figure into the Begin 
government's "autonomy plan," which states Israel's 
determination to retain direct control over them. 

In a semi -arid, country like the West Bank where 
agriculture is the mainstay of the economy, who- 
ever controls the. water resources can shape the 
economic and demographic future of the area. 

Since conquering the West Bank, Israel has 

used its control of water resources to further 
Jewish colonization, there at the expense of Arab 
farmers, as. Dr.. Paul Quirig pointed out in a re- 
port published last year. . . .Mekerct (the Israeli 

National. Water Authority) has drilled since 1968 
at least 17 new wells inside the West Bank which 
provide water for the domestic and irrigation 
requirements' of the Israeli settlements. In addi- 
tion to- such new’ settlements, four wells owned 
by 'absentee’ owners are being used to provide 
irrigation water for land cultivated by Israeli ' 
settlements. Water pumped both by the newly 
drilled well' and by those controlled by the Custo- 
dian for Absentee Property is used exclusively by 
the Israeli settlements and has not been made 
available to Palestinian. farmers. 

"The development of such new wells for the 
Israeli settlements must be seen against the back- 
drop of water. development in the Palestinian sec- 
tor. Since the start of the occupation in 1967 no 
Palestinian villages or individuals on the West 
Bank have been permitted to drill new irrigation 
wells... This, lack of water resource development, 
together with the confiscation of wells on 'absen- 
tee' property, means that there are fewer wells 
providing less water for Palestinian agriculture., 
in the Jordan Valley today than were available on 
the eve of the 1967 war. 

"A second concern arising- from this water 
policy involves the impact which these new, Israeli 
wells .have on neighboring, Arab wells and springs. 

In the Jordan Valley region the need to, provide 
water for Israeli settlements has led, to the drill- 
ing of six wells which are in close proximity to 
existing wells and springs (developed before 1967) 
which. supply domestic and. irrigation water for 
Palestinian villages and towns rv . While -it^dfS"*- 
theoretically possible for such wells and springs c ■ 
,sid.e 0 hy side without affecting one 


another, hydrologists advise that the long-term 
effects of such a pplidy will be detrimental to the 
output of the pre-1967 Arab water sources--partieu- 
larly in an area such as the Jordan Valley, where 
water is limited," 

Thus if Israel retains control of the West 
Bank's water resources, it will in fact prevent the 
region’s 700,000 Arab inhabitants from disposing of 
their most precious natural resource. 

AUTONOMY AND ZIONISM 

So what does the Israeli "autonomy plan" offer 
the Palestinians? It grants them a toothless Admin- 
istrative Council with powers to sweep the streets 
and collect garbage but little else,. The Israeli 
army will still be in the occupied territories, 
absentee Palestinian landowners will still be barred 
from returning to their country, Israeli settlements 
will still be built on Palestinian land, and Israel 
will still control the water resources and determine 
the overall economic development of the West Bank. 
Accepting "autonomy" on such terms, says Hebron 
mayor Fahd Qawasmeh, "would amount to giving our 
support for legal Israeli occupation of our land. I 
say it's better to stay occupied without our per- 
mission." Even the Washington Post , no long-time 
supporter of Palestinian rights, has characterized 
Begin 's autonomy plan as "a fraud.” 

What the Post and other supporters of Israel 

fail to point out, critics charge, is that th£s 
"fraud" is consistent with Zionism as it has been 
practiced in Palestine for at least the past 31 
years. Israel's refusal to allow repatriation of 
Palestinian refugees in 1949, its measures to "Juda- 
ize" the Galilee in the 1950s and today, and its 
policies of expropriation and colonization in the 
occupied territories since 19 < 7 all form a pattern 
to which the present "autonomy plan" easily conforms. 

The insistence of the Palestinians on their 
national rights should make it plain that a solution 
to the Palestine problem cannot be found by conjur- 
ing up various kinds of insulting "autonomy" 
schemes. As George Ball, former assistant secretary 
of state, recently wrote in the New York Times , 
for peace to be attained the United States must "in- 
sist that the Palestinian men and women in the 
occupied areas are not a lesser breed fit only for 
perpetual colonial rule but are as entitled as 
their neighbors to the right of self-determination 
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f€XI CO/CULTURE/OIL 

REVOLUTION IN A COMIC 300 K: 

MEXICAN CARTOONIST RIUS TARGETS J.S. IMPERIALISM 

BY TOM BARRY 
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 

CUERNAVACA, Mexico (I NS] --Just about every 
social movement has its popular propagandist, 
someone who translate? its goals into the 
language of daily conversation. The American 
colonies had Thomas Paine and his pamphlet 
Common Sense . In Mao Zedong, China had a leader 
who was himself a master of pithy aphonisms. 

Today Mexico has Rius and his comic books. 

Eduardo del Rio- -known as Rius — has been 
Mexico's pastiest, most persistent critic for 
the last 20 years. Campe sines, laborers, students, 
shoe shine boys all delight in his jeers and 
jabs at the main institutions of Mexican society- - 
the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party), 
the Catholic Church, and American imperialism. 

With Huele A Gas (I Smell Gas), his 
latest work, Rius has gained a yet greater 
stature in Mexico. Huele A Gas , longer and more 
in-depth than his bi-weekly comic books, has 
started a national .debate over the country's 
recent plans to export its new-found oil and 
gas to the U..S, 

In an interview with Nuestro at his small 
apartment in Cuernavaca, just west of Mexico 
City, the immensely popular Rius shared his 
thoughts about truth, revolution and comic 
books, 

"I like comic books to communicate political 
analysis and news because the people in the 
factories and in the fields don't get to read 
books and magazines. But they do read comics, 
because they are easy to read. With comics 
you can say everything ytu want to say, simply 
and clearly. I feel that it's a specially human 
kind of medium that reaches many more people 
than most written media." 

His position as a political and cultural 
hero among the Mexican people makes Rius' 
reticence and unassuming manner surprising. 

He has the demeanor of a serious, committed 
worker, not a comedian. He feels it's not his 
personal talent that makes his creations so 
exciting as much as it's the expressiveness 
and humor of the Mexican people that he is 
passing on in a compact package. 

Because comics can so easily bring out the 
absurdities of the economic and political 
system, Rius feels they are a perfect communi- 
cations device. Not only does Rius find the 
corporate monopolies, Uncle Sam, and the 
Mexican bureaucrats good targets for his wit, 
he can also get people to laugh at themselves 
and their own weaknesses. 

Rius' language- -simple, concise, vibrant — 
is the language of the barrios and the pueblos, 
not the stilted verbiage of the educated. No 
fancy rhetoric, no high falutin* vocabulary. 


Just common sense continually popping out of the 
mouths of his inimitable cartoon characters. 

These characters enable Rius to share with the 
country's masses political and social analysis 
which has traditionally been the property of the 
intelligentsia. In a country where television, 
radio and the major newspapers are secure in the 
PRI's bureaucratic tentacles, Rius' comic books 
are informative and refreshing. 

"I like the idea of telling the truth," says 
Rius, whose early models and inspiration were 
early twentieth century American writers like 
John Steinbeck, Erskine Caldwell, John Dos Passos, 
and Jack London. 

"When reading books like Grapes of Wrath , I 
got to thinking that this was an honest approach 
to writing and was what Mexicans really needed." 

Rius chose the comic book as his outlet for 
truthtelling. Starting his career as a staff 
cartoonist drawing New Yorker- style illustrations, 
Rius later set off to do his own comic books, 
where he was freer of editorial control . 

His first success was The Supermachos , a 
freewheeling series that took a bold look at 
Mexican personal and political life. Editorial 
censorship of his comic books was a problem at 
first, remembers Rius, but "after the publishers 
found out that my comics wer„ selling well, they 
left me alone." 

1968--the year of the Mexican Olympics and 
the government massacres of students at Mexico 
City's National Autonomous University — was a 
memorable year for Rius too. Reacting to increased 
government repression, his comics more and more 
emphasized social and political messages. 

That year Rius initiated the Agachados 
comics. In each new issue, the Agachados characters 
became the victims of yet another injustice in 
Mexico and by the end of each, they invariably 
came to the conclusion that what Mexico needed 
was a political and economic turnaround- -a new 
revolution. 

While the message was predictable, accompanying 
the personable cartoon characters on their amusing 
paths of discovery kept readers buying the color- 
ful comics. 

The government repression in 1968 did not 
bypass Rius. He recalls how the Mexican federales 
(federal police) stormed into his home during 
that time and kidnapped him for interrogation. 

They told him that the government had found out 
he was the Mexico City liaison for the leftist 
guerillas who were then organizing in northern 
Mexico. Unless he revealed the names of their 
leaders and stopped his anti -government satire, 
they threatened, he would be endangering both 
himself and his wife. 

After a day and a half of interrogation and 
threats, the federales apparently gave up and 
released him. Shaken, but unharmed, the carica- 
turist returned quickly to his drawing board to 
continue his insurgent, political cartooning. 
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MEXICO’S PROBLEMS NOT A JOKE 

For these who are unfamiliar with Rius' 
work, repression, government corruption and 
imperialism hardly seem like ^suitable material 
for a jepular comic book series. 

Rius disagrees, of course. 

"The government^; is continually providing 
me with material. Sometimes their actions and 
propaganda are so funny that I really don’t 
know if they're serious or not." 

In one of his better known cartoons, the 
'R' for Revolutionary drops out of the PRI 
emblem onto a hapless Mexican peasant, leaving 
just "Institutional Party." 

"In Mexico," Rius says, "people don't 
take the government -seriously anymiie. They 
.don't believe we are Socialist democracy like 
the government tells us. 

"Many people outside Mexico consider us 
a socialist country because our constitution 
and laws are good. Certainly many laws, such 
as the right to land, are good ones. But those 
in power never respect them, 

"The main problem in Mexico is corruption. 
If the corruption weren't so prevalent, maybe 
we could begin to enforce the laws and to 
finish the Mexican Revolution." 

By highlighting the funny side of the in- 
justices Of Mexican life, those injustices 
become clearer to the readers. But Rius himself 
does not take them lightly, for there’s no 
doubting that the ills that beset Mexico are 
critical ones. 

Since 197©, the Mexican economy has 
been on a frightening down swing. An ever in- 
creasing foreign debt and negative trade 
balance led Mexico in 1974 to devalue the peso 
dramatically. Government economists explained 
that the 100 percent devaluation would make 
foreign imports prohibitively expensive for 
Mexicans, thereby %tyersing the trade im- 
balance. On paper treat might sound plausible. 

In reality, the effects were devastating on an 
economy which relies on imports not just for 
luxury items but for day-to-day necessities. 
Mexcians were depending on U.S. industry for 
everything from toothpaste to light bulbs, 
Instead of the economic recovery the government 
had predicted, consumer prices doubled and 
unemployment soared. 

These developments were illustrated in 
Rius comic books, as they were occurring. 

Another story which put an additional 
burden on the Mexican people was President 
Lopez Portillo's recent acceptance of a 1.2 
billion dollar loan from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) « The conditions of the loan 
state that the government will cut social 
services . i and cldpp down on wages. Due to the 
austerity program, wages dropped 30 percent 
in relation to prices last year, and the 
combined unemployment and underemployment 
rate now stands at 57 percent of the employable 
population. 


The Mexican magazine, Punto Critic ©, called 
the first year of the IMF agreement "disastrous" 
and pointed out that the program has resulted in 
an outbreak of workers ' strikes and subsequent 
governmental repression. 

"In the second year (1978)," the magazine 
predicts, "social conflicts will increase as the 
regime is shown to be incapable of offering con- 
cessions to the masses— foreshadowing the toughening 
of repression against workers, campesihjgs, 
students, and the poor in general." 

The North American Congress on Latin America 
(NACLA) adds to this analysis. The New York-based 
research group notes that Mexico's foreign 
debt — now standing at an all time high of $28 
billion— has increased tenfold since June 1970, 
making it the highest in Latin America. 

Nor has the increased price of imports 
decreased domination of the Mexican economy by 
U.S, business. Its giant northern neighbor still 
has a lock on three-fourths of Mexico's trade. 

NACLA reports that since 1940, foreign investments 
(mostly from U.S. -based transnational corporations 
like Del Monte, Ford and Genersti Electric) have 
jumped from $32 million to nearly $3 billion. 

Rather than improving the stability 
however, the foreign control of the economy : 

deepened the divisions between the classes. 

American agribusiness is driving the Mexican , 
peasant out of the market and is increasing the 
mechanization of production. 

According to Herbert© Castillo, the president 
of the Mexican Iterkers Party and collaborator with 
Rius on Huele A Gas, American businesses gain 
$7.46 for every dollar they invest in Mexico. 

NACLA reports that the profits on the foreign 
companies in Mexico increased by 180 percent 
in the first five years of the 1970s, while 
the wages of Mexican workers actually declined. 

Rius tries to make sense out of the economic 
forces that wreak havoc on his readers s |ives. 

One of his cartoons depicts a destitute Mexican 
family staring up at an announcer in a television 
set who is saying : "This special program on our 
national independence is brought to you by Ford 
Motor Company, Mobil Oil, and General Foods." 

JOURNALIST. CULTURAL WORKERS, PROPAGANDIST 

Rius' profession is an unusual combination of 
journalist, propagandist, and humorist, he ex- 
plains. He's a communications expqrt who rides 
on the flows of the language and Ihe mood of the 
Mexican people. 

Not only is Rius trying to get news and 
analysis across through his comic books, he also 
wants to suggest some possible ways the Mexican 
people might go about solving their problems. 

"I get much of my information from other 
journalists. Many times they do the initial work and 
I use their information in my comics. I also go 
out into the streets and talk to people about their 
lives to find material." 

Like other Mexican revolutionaries, Rius 
believes that if it is to come, revolution will 
have to involve the peasants and the workers. But 
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their only source of information is government 
propaganda, . .and Rius' comics. 

’'How are you going to know how well the 
country is doing if you don't read the news- 
paper?" asks a smartly dressed business man 
to one of Rius' bewildered-looking cartoon 
characters. 

"Most people aren't able to read Marx 
and Engels. If most people went out and tried 
to read Capital , they would understand next to, 
nothing," Rius says. "With my books- -like An * 
Introduction to the Communist Manifesto , I 
try to give my readers the first step of the 
political education by describing the main 
principles of those books." 

Despite the sophistication of his work, 

Rius shuns the label of intellectual. "I'm 
not an intellectual, because I don't have any 
university studies. All the learning I got 
was from reading books on my own, not in 
school. I see myself more as a cultural worker 
or as a teacher than an intellectual," 

This year, Rius has shifted the emphasis of 
his career slightly. He has completed Agachados 
and is now concentrating on longer books, like 
the recently published Huele A Gas . He has 
just completed books about Che Guevarra and Mao 
Zedong. 

"After doing these comics alone for 20 
years, I'm somewhat tired. You need a lot of 
people working in different departments to do 
a comic book, but I just worked alone because 
I work in an anarchistic, spontaneous way. 

Nobody else could work with me." 

Although the famous Rius Supermachos and 
Agachados are now discontinued, the comic wit 
is still present in Mexico, with Huele A Gas 
taking Mexico by a storm. The criticisms of 
the national energy development policies 
started a national dd|ate over the proposed 
construction of a TSiS-mile gas pipeline from 
southeastern Mexico to Texas. 

In Huele A Gas , Rius and collaborator 
Castillo charge that the plan signals the 
end of the popular 40-year policy of national 
control of energy resources. 

In 1938, the Mexican President at that 
time, La2ar© Cardenas nationalized the U.S, 
oil con^anies in Mexico. For the last four 
decades||Pemex, the state's oil operation, 
has us ell the country's oil reserves to 
assist in the internal development of the 
Mexican economy. 


North" to ease its tremendous balance of payment 
deficit with the United States. 

The cartoonis|, and the political leader suggest 
in Huele A Gas that' the new-found oil and gas 
should fee used to develop Mexico's economy. Rius 
and Castillo state that the Mexican government 
should keep American investment dollars out of 
Pemex's plans. 

"The commotion caused by the book was really 
surprising to us. Many of the things we said in 
the book about the reserves, the Mexican govern- 
ment didn't even know." Rius hopes that Huele A Gas 
will begin a fight to stop the U.S, control of 
the new energy development in Mexico. 

It is Rius' conviction that the prospects 
of Mexico are integrally connected with those 
of the U.S, Not only does the U.S. dominate the 
Mexican economy, but according to Rius, the 
U.S. would be quick to dispatch troops across the 
border if its interests were threatened. "The 
same thing that happened in the Dominican Republic 
and in Chile could happen here," says Rius. 

NEED FOR CRITICAL JOURNALISM 

Rius doesn't let his personal politics ob- 
struct his search for the truth. Although a 
strong supporter of the Cuban revolution, he 
feels that in socialist Cuba, like in capitalist 
Mexico, there is a need for a more critical, in- 
dependent press. These governments need more 
criticism for the best development of socialism, 

Rius says. 

Rius points to the United States as another 
example of a nation which prides itself on 
having freedom of speech, but does not have a 
free press. News in the U.S., Riujs asserts, is 
an industry like any other — run by huge corporations 
and geared to the interests of owners of business, 
not the workers. 

Aside from his long-running war with 
American Imperialism, Rius has a strong interest 
in the Chicanes in the United States, and has 
written a long comic book called Chicanos, Though 
Rius is not allowed in the U.S. , Chicanos is 
widely distributed there. It tells the history 
of the oppression and discrimination of the U.S. 
Chicano population. 

Chicanos in the Southwest, says Rius, have 
been exploited as a race in the U.S, "But it is 
not good for Chicanos to forget that their real 
fight is not between America, and Mexico or a 
fight with Browns and Blacks against whites," 

Rius says in his quiet, yet firm manner. "It is 
a fight between the capitalists and the workers." 




Huele A Gas poses the important question: 
Is P EMEX turning into P EUSA? 

New oil and gas discoveries in Mexico 
have catapulted the country far ahead of the 
United States in reserves, and now the U.S. 
is attempting to see that the Mexican energy 
sources fuel the U.S. economy. 

Rius and Castillo paint a scenario that 
has the U.S. providing the major capital for 
the development of the new reserves. Mexico 
then exports the gas and oil reserves below 
market prieefei® "the hungry giant to the 
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"I think part of the problem is that Chicanos ' J 
are between two countries and cultures, and don't 
know if either is their own." Rius feels it strange 
that many Chicanos have taken up the Mexican flag - 
as the symbol of liberation. He warns them that the 
grass is no greener on the Mexican side of the border. 

Has he any special thoughts he would like to 
share with Americans? "Yes, I think so. You know, 
here in Mexico, we follow you Americans in so much-- 
our hair styles, our music, our clothing, our food. 

Why don't you make revolution," -feet said breaking 

into a grin, "so we can imitate that* too!" -30- v 
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UPPER RIGHT CREDITS 

. Horizont (GDR)/New Perspectives/LNS 

SEE JSTQRY PAGE 4 
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Demonstrators brave a drenching rain to 
celebrate the first anniversary of New York's 
Black United Front July 29 o 


CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Tom Tuthill/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 2 
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UPPER MIDDLE RIGHT CREDIT: 
v AJME News/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 4 

Israeli settlements in the occupied 
West Bank „ 
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LOWER MIDDLE RIGHT CREDIT: 

■ . ■ V 'Chico -News & Review/LNS 

SEE STORY ON INSIDE FRONT COVER 
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With police and squad cars swarming : in the 
area, lesbians and gay men demonstrated' for . 
a week ■ running against' filming of a movie 
about a psychopathic murderer of gay men. 

Gay activists denounced' the film as an inaccurate 
and dangerous misrepresentation of gay life. „ „ 
and vowed to drive it out of New York's gay 
community and back to the studio lots. They 
have also warned’, that they will protest at 
theaters which show the film and will file a 
lawsuit of the movie sparks attacks' on gay. 
communities o 
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'■ ■. Avalos /LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 3 

"Justice for La Raza" 
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